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Education Systems and 
Entrepreneurship Development in 
Singapore 
Wee-Liang Tan 
Singapore Management University 
Entrepreneurship Education is relatively new 
in Singapore 
• From 1959 there was state entrepreneurship 
• Financial/economic crises highlighted the 
importance of private sector entrepreneurship 
– 1985 recession, 
– 1997 Asian Financial crisis 
– 2008 global recession 
The Education Continuum & 
Entrepreneurship Education in Singapore 
Pre-school School Tertiary 
3 to 6 years of age 7 to 18 years of age 16 or 18 years of age 
onwards 
Learning & Creativity Enterprise & Innovation Entrepreneurship 
Ecosystem 
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Preparation of 
children for 
primary school 
• to nurture the children’s 
creativity 
• embed within its various 
elements, the appropriate 
mindsets,  skills and 
abilities, with an emphasis 
on the aspect of life-long 
learning 
Innovation & Enterprise in Schools 
• 1997 – as part of the Thinking School Learning 
Nation vision articulated 
• 2004 – Innovation & Enterprise is formally 
recognized as a strategic part of the Thinking 
School Learning Nation vision, aimed at nurturing 
mental traits of inquiry, willingness to take 
untried paths, creativity, initiative & self-reliance 
• School principals have free hand to experiment 
with new types of learning that promote 
Innovation & Enterprise 
• Young Entrepreneurs Scheme (Schools) 
Tertiary Institutions 
Essentially providing an eco-system facilitating entrepreneurship. 
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